January 2012





                           [image: image1.png]BUSH

TENNIS CENTER




Year after year since 2004 I have been amazed as to how the leaders and volunteers of our organization have stepped up to address the challenges that we have faced. There’s no doubt that the last quarter of 2011 was an exciting one with Former President Bush flying in to acknowledge the site dedication of Bush Tennis Center on November 16th. The volunteers that were recruited at the very last minute did a superb job with The Bush Event. Which by the way, being in November, the weather was great. 
One of the most common responses after the event was, “I truly didn’t realize that Bush Tennis Center was going to offer everything that was mentioned”. People left understanding what the mission statement really meant. Bush Tennis Center is being built to use tennis as a vehicle to address life’s challenges. Through the programs that address obesity, health and wellness, character, family, education, endurance, stamina, leadership, work ethics and confidence, we will have some of the best tennis players in the nation. Developing character is like the infrastructure of our project, you don’t see what lies beneath the ground but how you plan your infrastructure determines what you will be able to do in the future.
It’s been exciting to see the vision that the founders of 1967 had of a community tennis center become reality. Talk about character, the character that Jim Henry, Steve Castle, Bob Liebrock, Greg Wright and Clint Alderman had as founders of this project has set the standards of our future board members and volunteers. Motivation is driven by vision and that is why you have become part of this vision. We must continue to rally together to fulfill the vision of what the other phases of this tennis center can deliver for Midland and the Permian Basin.
Looking back at our ground breaking, I remember getting chills down my spine when I realized that I was standing on dirt that was soon to be one of the most outstanding tennis centers in the nation. We have to remind ourselves that even though it has the potential to be one of the most outstanding tennis centers in the nation; it comes down to who is using the facility. No matter how many courts you have if they are not being used. Harmonizing the needs and strengths of our partners throughout the community and the Permian Basin is essential to the success of this tennis center. 
Thanks so much for your support as we move forward and hope that you would consider becoming part of our team as a volunteer or board member.

Sincerely,





                                                                                     Luis Valdez                                                                                                                                                                       Executive Director

